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OVERVIEW 

 
 

Pakistan is making significant progress in the fight against po-
lio, with a 81% reduction in the number of cases in 2015, com-
pared to the same time last year. The number of children para-
lyzed by polio have declined from  223 in October 2014 to 36 in 
October, 2015.   
 

Despite this progress, Pakistan still accounts for 75% of the 
world’s polio cases. Success in Pakistan means success world-
wide.  
 

There are 12 High Risk Districts that represent the final polio 
reservoirs in the country. These 12 districts  are the focus  of 
the 2015 low-transmission season, beginning with the Septem-
ber National Immunization Day (NID).  
 

Under the leadership of the national and provincial Emergency 
Operations Centres (EOCs), the polio eradication programme 
in Pakistan has focused on reaching every single child during 
every campaign in the 2015 low-transmission season.   
 

Nine high quality campaigns are planned from September 2015 
to May 2016.   
 

If every child is vaccinated during every campaign, Pakistan 
will succeed in ending Polio by May 2016. 



CAMPAIGN FACTS 
Polio is a communicable disease that causes lifelong paralysis. 
The polio virus spreads from one child to another through con-
taminated food, water or sewage. Each time a child is vaccinat-
ed against Polio, their community—and the world—move one 
step  closer to being rid of polio forever.  
  
Each NID aims to vaccinate approximately 35 million children 
under 5 years of age all over Pakistan with the Oral Polio Vac-
cine (OPV). Each Sub-National Immunization Day (SNID) aims 
to cover  around x million children with OPV.  
 

For full protection against the virus, all children under 5 years of 
age must receive OPV each time it is offered. Repeated vac-
cination builds individual and herd immunity so both the child 
and the community receive additional protection with each addi-
tional dose.    
 

More than 200,000 heroic frontline health workers have been 
selected from their local communities and are trained with state 
of the art tools to ensure that every child is reached with the 
vaccine and every parent can trust their local vaccinator to pro-
tect their community from polio.  
 

To reach people on the move, mobile vaccination teams immun-
ize children at transit points within Pakistan, and on the borders 
of Afghanistan. Mobile teams vaccinate children inside running 
trains, at bus stands, market places, and construction sites.  
Around 3 million children are immunized by transit and mobile 
teams during every round.   
 

POLIO VACCINES 
OPV is among the safest vaccines in the world, and has been 
used in nearly all countries that have stopped polio.  
 

Inactivated polio vaccine (IPV) is being added to vaccination 
campaigns where it can help boost immunity, for example in 
high risk areas of Balochistan, FATA, Karachi, Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa and Punjab. It has recently been introduced into the 
routine schedule across the country as well.   
 

Combining OPV and IPV provides stronger protection against 
polio.  IPV strengthens immunity in the blood while OPV 
strengthens immunity in the gut. Using both vaccines together 
provides the best form of protection from polio - it protects the 
child and helps protect the community.  
 
COMMUNITIES WE SERVE 
Parents in Pakistan have the highest rate of vaccine acceptance 
in the world: fewer than 1% in the highest risk areas refuse vac-
cination.   
 

Polio thrives in areas where many health needs converge. In the 
highest risk districts, health camps have been established to 
provide additional health needs to children and families.  
 

So far, health camps have reached almost 400,000 people in 
the high risk areas of FATA, KP, Karachi and Lahore/
Rawalpindi.  

 

Health camps in select areas provide routine immunization of 
children, vaccination for pregnant women  and basic curative 
services for families.  

 

 

IF CHILDREN ARE NOT VACCINATED DURING EACH CAM-

PAIGN: 
The world will never be rid of Polio.   
 

Parents should take their children to the nearest health centre to 
receive OPV if they miss any campaign.   
 

If teams have not visited a household during a SNID or if parents 
are not satisfied with the services rendered by their local health-
worker,  parents should call their district hotline number to regis-
ter a complaint.   
 

Every missed child is a missed opportunity for a child’s future.  
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